THYSANOPTERA  (Physapoda)
Thrips, Blasenfiisse, Vesitarses, Fringe-wings.
Small, elongate insects with two pairs of narrow wings
fringed with long hairs ; mouth-parts piercing and sucking.
Thrips are widely distributed, being found in both temperate
and tropical lands. They are recognizable in the field by
their small size, the nature of their wings and their rather
peculiar, jerky walk. The nymph is white or yellow, some-
times orange, and the adult is brown or black. Colour is of
little significance, though the adult is often difficult to
distinguish, with its dark body and light wings, on the whitish
areas of " thripped " leaves dotted with the black spots of
excreta which the insect deposits.
The head is large, and flat on top ; in profile it is triangular,
the forehead forming the apex. The mouth-parts are drawn
right back to lie almost between the fore coxse, the cavity of
the mouth thus pointing straight downwards. The eyes are
large and contain relatively few facets. Two or three ocelli
are always present in winged and absent in entirely wingless
forms. The general arrangement of the mouth-parts resembles
that of a Hemipteron; they are fitted entirely for sucking.
The region constituting the mouth is in the shape of a cone,
formed by the clypeus, labrum, labium, and maxillary sclerites.
Inside this cone work the piercing mouth-parts, which are
asymmetrical, consisting of one mandible and two maxillae.
The left mandible is fairly short and stout; the right is a
mere rudiment. The maxillae consist of three parts: the
piercing " stylet/' generally longer and more slender than the
mandible, the external maxillary sclerite, bearing a two or
three-jointed palp, and a short piece connecting the other
two. The labium also bears a pair of short, two- or four-
jointed palps (Peterson, 1915).
Turning next to the thoracic region, the prothorax is
distinctly separated from the mesothorax, while the meso-
and meta-thorax are closely united. The legs are very uniform
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